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Status 

1 )KI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 10 September 2009 . 
2a )^ This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-4. 9-23 and 41-61 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 41-61 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) |EI Claim(s) 1-4 and 9-23 is/are rejected. 

7) Q Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) Q The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Notice to Applicant 

1 . Claims 1 -4 and 9-23 have been examined. Claims 41 -61 are withdrawn. Claims 
5-8 and 24-40 are cancelled. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The rejections under this section from the previous Office Action on the Merits 
are hereby withdrawn. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §101 

3. The rejections under this section from the previous Office Action on the Merits 
are hereby withdrawn. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 
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5. Claims 1-4, 9-23, and 41-45 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Solokl et al (US Pat# 6,173,269). 

As per claim 1, Solokl teaches a method for administering a subsidiary account, the 
method being performed by a computer and comprising the steps of: 

receiving, from a parent system, a request to establish a subsidiary account 
associated with a parent account defining a subsidiary account spending 
capacity based on a currency of a first country (Solokl: col 4, Ins 12-21 ; Ins 35- 
41; col 8, Ins 55-65); 

determining an exchange rate corresponding to the currency of the first country 
and a currency of a second country distinct from the first country (Solokl: col 9, 
Ins 54-56. See below, next reference for the feature of "determining an effective 
time period associated with the exchange rate"): 

and 

storing, in a database, 



a subsidiary account identifier (Solokl: col 6, Ins 16-50)^ 
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and 

the exchange rate (Solokl: col 9, Ins 54-56. See below, next reference for 
the lime period" for the exchange rate feature ^ 

wherein purchases made using the subsidiary account are limited by the 
subsidiary account spending capacity (Solokl: col 9, Ins 19-24, i.e. "daily/weekly 
spending limits"^ 

and 

wherein, during the effective time period, purchases made using the subsidiary 
account in the currency of the second country are converted into the currency of 
the first country according to the exchange rate (Solokl: col 9, Ins 54-56. See 

below, next reference for the "during the effective time period" feature). 

Solokl teaches the use of an exchange rate (see above) but does not teach 
providing a time period in which the exchange rate remains effective. However, this 
feature is taught by Komen. Komen teaches a system for use in international e- 
commerce transactions to hedge, or lock-in a price in a buyer's local currency and to 
guarantee the final price to the seller, thus effectively eliminating currency exchange risk 
(Komen: col 2, Ins 22-53). The disclosure includes the ability to guarantee a particular 
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exchange rate for a limited period of time (Komen: coi 10, ins 38-47), and that the length 
of the guarantee period may be set by a user (Komen: col 12, ins 43-50). Thus the 
previously cited teachings of Soiok! could be combined with the teachings of Komen 
concerning hedging exchange rates for a specified period of time to teach 

a method for administering a subsidiary account, the method being performed by 
a computer and comprising the steps of: 

determining, by [he parent system, an effective lime period associated 
with the exchange rate (Komen: coS 2, Sns 22-53; coi 10, ins 38-47, and coi 
12, ins 43-50) 

and 

storing, in a database, the effective time period (Komen: coi 10, ins 65- 
67); 

and 



wherein, during the effective time period, purchases made using the 



subsidiary account in the c\jrre^c\/ of the second country are converted 



into the currency of the first country according to the exchange rate 
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(Komen: col 3, ins 10-30^ 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
Applicant's invention to modify the system of Solokl with the cited teachings of Komen in 
order to hedge the foreign exchange risk of an e-commerce purchase (Komen: col 2, Ins 
22-53). 

As per claim 2, Solokl teaches a method according to claim 1 , wherein the parent 
account is established by a first institution and the subsidiary account is at least partially 
maintained by said second institution (Solokl: col 5, Ins 33-46; col 10, Ins 3-6). 

As per claim 3, Solokl teaches the method of claim 2, wherein the second institution is 
situated in a location remote from the first institution (Solokl: col 5, Ins 33-46; col 10, Ins 
3-6). 

As per claim 4, Solokl teaches the method of claim 2, wherein the second institution is 
situated in a country that is different from the country of the first institution (Solokl: col 9, 
Ins 54-56). 

As per claim 9, Solokl teaches the method of claim 1 further comprising the step of 
modifying the subsidiary account spending capacity in response to a request from the 
parent system . (Solokl: col 9, Ins 17-25). 
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As per claim 10, Solokl teaches the method of claim 9, further comprising the step of 
modifying the parent spending power based on a modification of the subsidiary account 
spending capacity (Solokl: col 9, Ins 16-24). 

As per claim 11, Solokl teaches the method of claim 1 , further comprising the step of 
determining a parent account spending power for the parent account and the subsidiary 
account spending capacity for the subsidiary account in accordance with a 
predetermined set of rules (Solokl: col 6, Ins 63-66; col 9, Ins 16-24). 

As per claim 12, Solokl teaches the method of claim 1 , further comprising the step of 
tracking spending incurred using the subsidiary account (Solokl: col 6, Ins 35-49). 

As per claim 13, Solokl teaches the method of claim 1 , further comprising the step of 
limiting total spending incurred using the subsidiary account (Solokl: col 9, Ins 16-24). 

As per claim 14, Solokl teaches the method of claim 1 , further comprising the step of 
limiting spending incurred using the subsidiary account for a specific class of goods or 
services (Solokl: col 6, Ins 6-8). 

As per claim 15, Solokl teaches the method of claim 1 , further comprising the step of 
limiting spending incurred using the subsidiary account at a specific class of merchants 
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As per claim 16, Solokl teaches the method of claim 1 , further comprising the step of 
limiting spending incurred using the subsidiary account at a specific merchant (Solokl: 
col 6, Ins 1-3). 

As per claim 17, Solokl teaches the method of claim 1 , further comprising the step of 
enforcing specific restrictions against the subsidiary account, wherein the specific 
restrictions exist to condition the use of the parent account (Solokl: col 8, Ins 13-15). 

As per claim 18, Solokl teaches the method of claim 1 , further comprising the step of 
accommodating an emergency transaction account (Solokl: col 9, Ins 25-30). 

As per claim 19, Solokl teaches the method of claim 1 , further comprising the step of 
generating a statement for the subsidiary account (Solokl: col 6, Ins 35-39). 

As per claim 20, Solokl teaches the method of claim 1 , further comprising the step of 
generating a statement for the parent account (Solokl: col 6, Ins 1-3). 

As per claim 21 , Solokl teaches the method of claim 1 , further comprising the step of 
terminating the subsidiary account in response to a request from the parent system 
(Solokl: col 9, Ins 19-24). 
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As per claim 22, Solokl teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein the subsidiary account 
is configured to carry-over spending capacity from one cycle to the next (Solokl: col 8, 
Ins 55-65). 

As per claim 23, Solokl teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein the subsidiary account 
is configured to prevent carry-over of spending capacity from one cycle to the next 
(Solokl: col 8, Ins 55-65). 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicants arguments in the response filed 09/1 0/2009 concerning the feature of 
claim 1 which recites "an effective time period associated with the exchange rate" are 
found persuasive. New prior art has been provided here which teaches this feature. 
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Conclusion 

7. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MARTIN A. GOTTSCHALK whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7030. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Fri 10:00 - 6:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James A. Kramer can be reached on (571) 272-6783. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Martin A. Gottschalk/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3696 



/James A. Kramer/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3693 



